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CHAPTER SCR 99
CONSTRUCTION OF SUPREME COURT RULES

SCR99.01 Construction of rules; guidelines. SCR99.04 Effect of repeals.
SCR99.02 Construction of rules; words and phrases. SCR99.05 Actions pending.
SCR99.03 SCR rule citation.

struction of supreme court rules are adopted to make the same general criteria s ;
for the construction dtatutes under chapter 990 of the statutes applicable to the ¢ erstoodn the same sense as the original unless the change in

structionof supreme court rules. anguagendicates a dferent meaning so clearly as fpeeclude
Note: SCR Chapter 99 was amended October 16, 2012. judicial construction.

(8) JOINT AUTHORITY, HOW EXERCISED. All words purporting

Judicial Council Committee’s Note, 1979The following rules relating to con 57) CONSTRUCTIONOE REVISED RULES. A revised rule is to be

SCR 99.01 Construction of rules; guidelines. In constru . e .
ing the rules of the Wconsin supreme court, the following guideto give a joint authority to 3 or more persons shalconstrued as

lines shall be observed unless the construction would produc@$ind the authority to a majority of suchfikrs or othepersons.
resultinconsistent with the manifest intent of the supreme court; (9) QUORUM. A quorum of a public body is a majority of the

(1) SINGULAR AND PLURAL. The singular includes the plural numberof members fixed by rule. ) )
andthe plural includes the singular (10) AcTsBy AGENTS. If a rule requires an act to be done which

(2) GENDER. Words importing one gender exteand may be may legally be done by an agent, the requirement includes all the

appliedto any gender Any person who by rule is designated actsif done by an authorized ag?”‘-
chairpersoror other similar title may use another equivalent title (11) SEvERABILITY. The provisions of the rules are severable.

suchas’in the case of a Chairperson, "Chairmanl” “Cﬁd'u'hair_ If any pI’OViSion of the rules is inValid, or if the application to any
woman’” or other such appropriate title. personor circumstancés inVaIid, the |nVa||d|ty shall not fdct

(3) Tenses. The present tense of a verb includes the futu%herprovisions or applications which can be giveieafwithout

whenapplicable. The future perfect tense includes past and futufa€ invalid provision or application. _
tenses. (12) Time. If timeis referred to, the standard of time as-pro

(4) TIME, How COMPUTED. (a) The time within which an act is vided by sectionl75.090r 175.0950f the statutes, whichever is

to be done or proceeding had or taken shall be computed Rplicablejs meant.
excludingthe firstday and including the last; and when any such (13) RULE REFERENCETO NUMERICAL SERIES. If a rule refers to
time is expressed in hours the whole of Sunday and of any legdtumerical series such as 1 to 10, the reference includes both the
holiday, from midnight to midnight, shall be excluded. irst and last number mentioned.

(b) If the last day within which an act is to be done or proceed (14) MANDATORY OR PERMISSIVEACTIONS. The use ofshall”
ing had or taken falls oa Sunday or legal holiday the act may b&eansan action is mandataryrhe use of “mayieans an action
doneor the proceeding had or taken on the next secular day IS permissive. ]

(c) When the last day within which a proceeding is to be had—hstory. Sup. Ct. Order Ndl2-06 2012 WI 111, filed and &f 10-16-12.
or taken or an act done, which consists of any payment to or
serviceupon or the filing with any judicial 6€er, agent or agency
of the state of any monegeturn,statement, report, notice or othe
documentfalls on a Saturday and the duly establishditiaf

%R 99.02 Construction of rules; words and phrases.
Jn construing the rules of th#fisconsin supreme court, the words
andphrases whiclfollow shall be construed as indicated unless

office hours of the dicer, agent or agency to which the paymen%;cpnstruct;orr]\ would produce a_ result inconsistent with the man
is to be made or upon which the service is to be made or with whiggst Intent of the supreme court:
thereturn, statement, report, notice or other document is required(l) GENERALRULE. All words and phrases shall be construed
to be filed, do not include anyfife hours thereodn the Saturday accordingto common andipproved usage; but technical words
the proceeding may be had or taken or such act may be done?pf phrases and others that have a peculiar meaning in the law
the next succeeding day that is not a Sunday or a legal holida§ha@llbe construed according to that meaning.

(d) Regardless of whether the time limited in any rule for the (2) MONTH. “Month” means a calendar month unlesser
taking of any proceeding or the doing of an act is measured froMse expressed.
anevent or from the datar day on which the event occurs, the day (3) RuLE. “Rule” has the meaning specified for the term in
onwhich such event togslace shall be excluded in the computaSCR98.01(2).
tion of such time. (4) WEEK. “Week” means 7 consecutive days.

(e) “Legal holiday” as used in this rule means any statewide (5) Year. “Year” means a calendgear unless otherwise
legalholiday providedn sectior995.200f the statutes. When anexpressed.
actis permitted tdoe done by the use of the postal service, and the
lastday within the time prescribed by law for performing the a®CR 99.03 SCR rule citation. (1) Within the SCR rules, other
falls on a legal public holiday under federal Jaw other holiday SCRrules shall be cited with referentzethe SCR numbesuch
designatedy the president such that the postaivice does not as“words and phrases specified in SCR 99.02,” except that a ref

receive certified mail or make regular deliveries on that they erencewithin an SCR rule to the SCR rule itself shall be cited as
day shall be considered a legal holiday for purposes of this rulghis rule.”

(5) RuLE REFERENCES. If a rule refers, by numbgto a group (2) Except as provided in sub. (1), rules shall be cited with ref
of chapters, rules, subsectiongparagraphs of the supreme courgrenceto the SCR number and volume date, such as “words and
rules, the reference includes both the first and the last numbesgrases specified in SCR 99.02 (1979).”
mentioned.

(6) RuLE TITLES. The titles tasubchapters, rules, subsectionSCR 99.04 Effect of repeals. (1) No rule repealed by a subse
andparagraphs of the supreme court rules are nobptre rules, quentsupreme court order is revived ofeated by the repeal of
exceptas specifically provided in SCR ch 20. the repealing order
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(2) The repeal,express or implied, of any rule already
repealedexpressly or by implicatioroes not constitute or sup
ply a declaration or implication that the rule was in force or was
valid for any purpose at any time subsequent to the prior repeal.

SCR 99.05 Actions pending. The repeal of an act does not
defeator impair any liability under the rule before the repeal.
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